
St Minver Parishes Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Public Consultation Questionnaire

Previous NDP Consultation Events have been very helpful in identifying issues that are important to local people, but 
not everyone was able to attend.  Before moving onto the next phase of preparing a draft NDP it is very important to 
ensure that every resident/home owner in the St Minver parishes has been encouraged to make their views known. 
Your co-operation in making the time to complete this questionnaire will be much appreciated and ensure that your 
views, concerns and comments count. 
  
This questionnaire is being delivered to every residence in the St Minver Parishes. It is also available online at 
www.stminvercouncils.org.uk/ndp/questionnaire.html. If more than one person at your residence wants to make their 
views count please make copies of this questionnaire, download copies from the web page, or complete the 
questionnaire online. All responses will be input to the computer for analysis so if we can encourage you to make 
your response online it will ensure the accuracy of your response and reduce the workload for the analysis team. 
  
Please complete the questionnaire on line or return the completed paper copy by the 30th September 2013 using 
the prepaid envelope or post to:- 
  
                    St Minver Lowlands Parish Council 
                    Lynam Court 
                    Rock 
                    PL27 6JZ. 

The NDP preparation process requires evidence that thorough consultation has taken place throughout and that the 
views on which the NDP are based reflect those of a full cross section of the Parish. Responses to the following 
section of this questionnaire enable a check that an effective cross section has responded and if some groups are 
underrepresented efforts can be made to target these groups for response. It will be much appreciated if you would 
complete this section before proceeding to the questions.

Name (optional)

Age range

<18 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74

75-85 86+

Gender

Male Female

Residency

Primary residence

2nd home (unrestricted occupation) owner

Holiday home (restricted occupation) owner

Visitor

Housing Needs Now

Are you on the County Council Home Choice Register

yes no

If no miss next three questions and go to “Housing Needs in the Future”
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If yes, what band?

A B C D E

How many years have you been on the list

How many bedrooms do you qualify for

1 2 3 More than 3

Housing Needs in the Future

How many occupants of your residence are likely to require their own social or affordable residence in the St 
Minver Parishes by 2030

Are you on the St Minver Parishes electoral roll

Yes No

Location of residence

New Polzeath Polzeath Trebetherick Rock

Pityme Tredizzick St Minver

Other (please state)

If you would like to receive further information on the NDP by e- mail please input your e-mail address

Questions 
  

The questionnaire comprises 43 questions that are in the form of statements and in most cases these are followed 
by options for you to indicate your level of agreement/disagreement with the statement. For a few of the questions 
the statements are followed by options with a request for you to indicate which option you favour or a box for 
comment. 
  
The text in blue prior to some of the questions provides information that may help you to understand the reasons for 
these questions and to put the response options in context.

The St Minver Parishes have a number of Protected Areas including Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Common Land. The AONB and SSSI are marked on the attached map 
(Page 3). However, these levels of protection have not stopped all development in these areas.
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Q1. The NDP should have policies that support reducing, keeping the same or extending the Protected Areas 
marked on the Landscape Character Assessment map enclosed.

reduce remain same extend

Area 1-AONB Pentire and North Coast

Area 2-AONB Along the Camel Estuary

Area 3-SSSI Polzeath Beach and Pentire Coast

Area 4-SSSI Greenaway

Area 5-SSSI Rock Beach and Dunes

Area 6-SSSI Trewornan

In exceptional circumstances development within Protected Areas has been allowed for local need housing or 
Small to Medium Enterprise and Micro-business development e.g. Dingle's Way Self Build and Pityme Industrial 
Estate.

Q2. The NDP should support local need housing and small to Medium Enterprise and Micro-business 
development within Protected Areas in exceptional circumstances.

strongly 
disagree

disagree neutral agree strongly 
agree

Local Need housing

Small to Medium Enterprise and 
Micro-business development

The traffic and parking issues in the St Minver Parishes could be reduced by encouraging cycling but there is no 
safe, effective cycle network across the Parishes.

Q3. The NDP should plan to introduce a safe and effective cycle path network and combined walking/cycling 
trails across the St Minver Parishes.

strongly 
disagree

disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Q4. Cycle routes should be allowed through Protected Areas where possible

strongly 
disagree

disagree neutral agree strongly agree
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Q5. The NDP should plan to upgrade and extend footpaths across the Parishes and where possible open them 
as cycle paths to provide access but not for speed cycling.

strongly 
disagree

disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Experience in other areas indicates that introducing white lines along the sides of roads in appropriate places to 
mark the recommended places for pedestrians and cyclists (see picture for example) is very effective in reducing the 
speed of traffic and providing safer separation between vehicles and pedestrians/cyclists.

Q6.The NDP should plan to introduce white lines along the sides of roads in appropriate places (see picture 
above) to mark the recommended places for pedestrians and cyclists.

strongly 
disagree

disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Mature trees add to the appearance and attractiveness of the local area but the St Minver Parishes do not have a 
lot of mature trees and many of them are nearing the end of their life.
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Q7. The NDP should have a policy for supporting existing and new Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) for 
individual trees or groups of trees across both St Minver Parishes

strongly 
disagree

disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Q8. The NDP should promote a St Minver Parishes tree planting scheme

strongly 
disagree

disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Q9. The NDP should include a robust policy regarding industrial scale wind turbines and solar farms and small 
scale wind turbines and solar farms to

encourage allow restrict minimise prohibit

industrial wind turbines

small wind turbines

industrial solar farms

small solar farms

The St Minver Parishes presently comprise some 1800 residences. Significantly more than half of these are Second/
Holiday Homes. The 180 Businesses operating from the St Minver Parishes say that they are significantly dependent 
on Second/Holiday Homes and Tourism for the viability of their business. The residents and tourists are attracted to 
the area by its outstanding landscape and beauty and the appearance and facilities provided by the developed 
areas. The Cornwall Local Plan (currently still DRAFT) requires that the Wadebridge and Padstow Community 
Network Area which includes the St Minver Parishes must plan for 1700 additional residences by 2030. Initial 
discussion with the other Parishes in the Network Area indicates that the share of this development to be 
accommodated in the St Minver Parishes is about 100 residences in the period 2010 to 2030. This would mean a 
build rate of 5 additional residences per year which is lower than the build rate across the St Minver Parishes over 
recent years. Development Boundaries around Polzeath/Trebetherick, Rock/Tredizzick, and St Minver village (see 
enclosed maps on Pages 7-9), reset in 1999, provided a level of protection against over-development within the St 
Minver Parishes. However, the Localism Act, which came into force in April 2012, effectively removed those 
Development Boundaries and leaves St Minver Parishes exposed to uncontrolled development unless and until it 
can put in place an NDP to provide the protection that meets the local residents' wishes.
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Inset Map 35: Polzeath/Trebetherick - A more detailed version of this map can be found at 
http://www.stminvercouncils.org.uk/ndp/Documents/Inset-Map-35-Polzeath_Trebeth.pdf
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Q10. The NDP should have the following policy on Development Boundaries (tick the preferred option)

No Development Boundaries

Re-establish the Development Boundaries as they were prior to April 2012 (see maps on Pages 7-9), 
allowing development for exception sites (sites within otherwise protected areas where development is 
allowed in exceptional circumstances) for appropriate Small to Medium Enterprises and Micro - 
businesses, and social and affordable homes with restrictions for housing local residents only.

Re-establish the Development Boundaries as they were prior to April 2012 (see maps on Pages 7-9), 
with planning consent for any additional development outside of these Boundaries at the discretion of 
the Parish Councils.

Establish extended Development Boundaries based on the previous Boundaries (see maps on Pages 
7-9) but including sufficient space to accommodate the necessary development through to 2030 with no 
requirement for exception sites outside of the Boundaries.

If previous Development Boundaries are re-established, all of the hamlets would be outside of the Boundaries so all 
development in the hamlets would be by exception only.

Q11. The NDP should establish Development Boundaries around outlying hamlets e.g. Port Quin Cross.

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Research has indicated that over the 20 year period of the NDP more than the minimum of 100 houses will be 
required to meet the need of social, affordable and mid range housing for local people.

Q12. The NDP should set a cap on additional residences in the period 2010 to 2030 at or above the minimum of 
100 as required by the Cornwall Local Plan. Tick preferred option.

cap at 100 cap at 125 cap at 150

cap at 200 cap at more than 200 no cap

Q13.  All additional residences should carry a planning constraint that they are for permanent residence only  

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Over the years planning permission has been granted for a significant number of residences to be built on exception 
sites as Holiday Homes to encourage tourism. These Holiday Homes currently carry restrictions that they cannot be 
lived in full time or be  principal residences. Changes to these restrictions may enable more permanent residents in 
the area.

Q14. The NDP should have policies related to Holiday Homes to (select preferred option)

Maintain existing restrictions

Allow owners to change Holiday Home status to Permanent Residence only

Remove all restrictions

Q15. The NDP should have policies that require the proportion of new residences to be in the affordable to mid 
range price bracket (less than £350,000) to be not less than.

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
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The pioneering development of “self build” residences in Dingle’s Way at Penmayne, Rock, has successfully 
provided affordable housing for a number of local people and the scheme has been copied by other communities 
across the country.

Q16. The NDP should have policies to encourage and support further “self build” of affordable residences along 
the lines of the Dingle’s Way development.

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Q17. The NDP should have policies that empower the Parish Councils to hold a Housing Needs Register and 
have a strong say in the allocation of social housing across the Parishes rather than the 100% nomination rights 
that Cornwall Council currently has.

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Q18.  All new build, rebuild and substantial extensions should carry a planning constraint that requires a 
minimum of 1 car parking space on the property for each 500 sq ft of usable floor area (including any garage) of 
the completed residence. Note: a small 3 bedroom house has about 1000 sq ft of usable floor area.

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Q19.  All new build, rebuild and substantial extensions should carry a planning constraint that requires that on 
completion of the residence at least 50% of the plot is amenity space (parking, garden, courtyard, patio, play 
area).

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Q20. The NDP should have a robust approach to limiting the height, mass and external finish of new build, 
rebuild and major extensions so as to be in harmony with other properties in the adjacent area

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

Height

Mass

External finish
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Q21. The NDP should have a policy to prohibit development in areas where roads/road junctions leading to the 
proposed development are too narrow or potentially dangerous.

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Q22.  Planning consent should be dependent on protection of existing trees, hedges and Cornish hedges

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Q23. The NDP should have robust policies to protect the best grade farmland within the Parishes from 
development.

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Q24. The NDP should have policies to reject retrospective planning approval where this would result in 
significant change to the development beyond that for which planning approval has been initially granted.

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Q25. If Cornwall Council appear reluctant to enforce a breach of planning approval the Parish Council should be 
forceful in bringing the matter to the attention of Cornwall Council and pursuing the issue to an effective 
conclusion.

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Traffic congestion and car parking present acute problems particularly in Rock and New Polzeath during the 
summer months. This clearly affects local residents and tourists alike with implications for safety, the environment 
and local businesses. There is a wide variety of views among residents as to appropriate actions to address these 
issues.  A solution would probably require a combination of a number of these ideas and would require the support 
and co-operation of the majority of people.
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Q26. The NDP should have policies to address traffic congestion and car parking particularly in Rock and New 
Polzeath during the summer season, that may include

strongly 
disagree

disagree neutral agree strongly 
agree

More yellow lines in critical areas to improve 
traffic flow but reduce parking

Fewer yellow lines to increase parking but 
which would impede traffic flow

Reduced speed limits – 20mph

Traffic calming bumps

A locally run cross Parishes bus service to 
enable local residents and tourists to leave 
their cars at home

Enlarge the Quarry car park

Increase parking in New Polzeath

Park and Ride down to Rock

More parking in Rock at the expense of green 
and amenity space 

An automated sign in Rock Road (say by the 
Rock Institute) to give accurate advance 
warning of parking availability at the quarry car 
park

It is becoming increasingly clear that as part of the financial cutbacks, Cornwall Council is reducing support for 
Public Toilets. This is resulting in shorter opening times and less maintenance and in the near future, unless other 
organisations take responsibility for them, they are likely to close altogether.

Q27. The NDP should have policies to support the Parish Councils taking responsibility for Public Toilets, 
improving the facilities, cleanliness and opening hours and funding this by making a reasonable charge for using 
the facilities

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Q28.  The NDP should have policies to support the development of a Community Centre on Trewint Playing 
Fields.

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree
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Q29. The Trewint Playing Fields are established as a recreational facility. However, if the Trewint Playing Fields 
Community Centre proceeds it should also allow for the inclusion of social care amenities e.g. medical facilities.

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

The recent NDP Working Group survey identified 180 businesses across the St Minver Parishes and confirmed 
that these are all significantly or critically dependant on tourism. However, there is no organisation or process for 
co-ordinating, developing or promoting tourism for the Parishes.

Q30. The NDP should include policies to re-establish co-ordinated development and promotion of tourism 
across the St Minver Parishes.

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Q31. The Parish Councils should support and facilitate appropriate development and promotion of tourism 
across the St Minver Parishes.

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Q32. The NDP should have policies to encourage existing and new Small to Medium Enterprises and Micro-
businesses to develop in the Parishes.

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Q33. To allow for the continuation and development of Small to Medium Enterprises and Micro-businesses in the 
St Minver Parishes the NDP should have policies for the provision of additional business space by extension of 
the business park at Pityme with improved vehicle access and/or supporting the establishment of discrete small 
business parks in other areas of the Parish.

strongly 
disagree

disagree neutral agree strongly 
agree

Add business space at Pityme

Create new business areas

The usage and management of farmland in the Parishes is very important to the environment and attractiveness of 
the area but farmers are under increasing financial pressure to diversify.
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Q34.  The NDP should have policies sympathetic to farming site diversification such as appropriate conversion 
and reuse of existing structures and exception planning approval for family and farm worker accommodation 
(with restrictions that any such new residences remain tied to the farm and are not to be sold off separately) and 
small business facilities to be located adjacent to existing developments.

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

The parishes have centres of interest and excellence such as the Polzeath Marine Conservation Centre that are little 
known and that struggle to survive.

Q35. The NDP should have policies to support and assist the development of centres of interest and excellence 
such as the Polzeath Marine Conservation Centre. 

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

The St Minver Parishes have many interesting and historical attractions that are potentially of great interest to both 
residents and visitors. However, many are little known, hard to locate and even more difficult to find details of.

Q36. The NDP should have policies to address the provision of maps, direction signage and information boards 
to ensure that these are informative and helpful whilst not becoming intrusive and detracting from the natural 
beauty of the area. 

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Budget cutbacks have resulted in removal of Beach Rangers, Dog Wardens and other people who helped to 
maintain the appearance and cleanliness of the area.

Q37. The NDP should support extended regular (monthly) organised beach cleaning 

strongly disagree disagree neutral agree strongly agree

 

Addressing some of the issues raised by the questions above will incur initial set up and/or ongoing maintenance 
costs. The only regular funding available to the Parishes is the Local Precept (the proportion of Council Tax set 
and received by the Parish Council) currently about £5 per month per council tax payer.

Q38. Would you support an increase in the Local Precept to contribute to the cost of the improvements to 
public facilities and services? Please select one option.

Increase per month of £15 Increase per month of £10 Increase per month of £5

Increase per month of £2 No increase
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Q39. Which of the following do you consider most important for the Parish Council to use money from your 
Council Tax to fund? Tick one for each priority.

Most important 2nd most important 3rd most important

Cycle path network

Regular beach cleaning

Dog Warden

Tree Planting

Public Toilets

Information boards, maps & signs

Supporting centres of interest and 
excellence e.g. Polzeath Marine 
Conservation Centre

Answers to the following 4 questions will help to direct the policies of the NDP towards protecting the local landscape 
and environment.

Q40. Where in the St Minver Parishes would you take a visitor to enjoy the landscape?

Q41. What positive changes do you think could be made to improve the landscape and environment of the St 
Minver Parishes?

Q42. What changes have happened to the local landscape which you did not like?

Q43. Looking to the future, what changes that could happen do you think would have the greatest negative 
effect on the Landscape of the St Minver Parishes?

Thank you for completing this questionnaire. The anonymous results will be widely published for all to see in the 
coming weeks.
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